
U.G.YOUNG. .J.c.M9wHoR-rza.

YOUNG c�; MCWHORTER
Affurxtelgsr aii�ahr.
BucKHANNoN,W.VA.

June 5d, 1918

Hon. Howard 3utherland,

Washington, D. 0.

my dear Senator:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of hay 25d, and

have been intending to write you further in relation.to this matter�
but on account of the press of other matters have not been able to

do so until now.

I note particularly what you say with reference to your own
feeling and attitude as to the suffrage amendment, and also note

what you say as to being confronted with the fact that a vote of the
people of West Virginia show a majority of 98,000 against suffrage.

I Want to submit to you that this 98,000 votes does not represent

the intelligence of West Virginia, but rather the people who are
prejudiced against women, and I submit further that this 98,000

majority represents largely the more ignorant class of our vote.
I call your attention to another amendment which was defeated

by an over~whelming majority, and yet absolutely no reasons could

be assigned for it.  A few years ago you will recall, and not very
long since either, an amendment to our Constitution was submitted

giviqgthe right to commission women as Rotary Public, and yet that

amendment,in.face of the crying need and demand for it and conven-

ience to the public, was over�whelmingly defeated, out of prejudice,

�I submit, and out of lack of proper consideration and thought upon



U.G.YOUNG. J.C.M9WHORTER.

YOUNG ,8 MCWHORTER
A�arnegs ati�am.
BUCKHANNON,W.VA.

#2
Mr. Sutherland.

the part of the people. To my mind, the only question to determine
is what is right. People are not always right on these matters.

You will recall that in 1888, the Prohibition Amendment in
West Virginia was defeated by an over-whelmingly majority, and yet,

I submit, that in the face of the right of this matter, no one would

hesitate when the question was up to vote in favor of submitting the
question again, or in favor of an absolute Constitutional amendment

to the United States Constitution to be submitted to the people.

To my mind, the only question for you to determine is whether
or not your views are right, and if they are, regardless of the vote
of the people in relation thereto, their expressed views by their,

vote, I would unhesitatingly say that it would be the right thing

for you to support the submission of this Amendment. l hope, there~
fore that you can see your way clear to stand by the submission of

this Amendment to the States for their ratification.

I take this further view about it, that you are not, by voting
to submit the matter, voting this Amendment upon the people, but it
is merely a question for the people themselves to determine whether

or not they will ratify it, and if three-fourths of the states of
the Union do ratify it, the other one~fourth ought to submit cheer-
fully and willingly to the action of the three-fourths. )1 cannot
see any reason why you should not vote for the submission of this

amendment to the States for their ratification, regardless of the�



U.G.\�OUNG. J.C.M9WHORTER.

YOUNG 8 MCWHORTER&#39;
Edhmmn�ysaf�ahx
BUCKHANNONJMVK.A

#3 .
Hr. Sutherland.

fact that the people of the State �id vote against the Amendment

when it was submitted upon a State provision to our own Con�

stitution. 
     
     with best wishes an� kindest regards, I am

Yours cordially,

�UGE:/J   %9%"/��




